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monious where those who have to rule are the last people who would
choose to be rulers, and is least happy and least harmonious where the
rulers are of the opposite disposition.*1

On the morrow of the Second World War, Plato's dictum was as excul-
patory for the Americans as it was damning for the Russians.2

The Americans' second outstanding virtue was their generosity. It
has been noticed in a previous chapter,3 as one of the auspicious features
in the situation after the Second World War, that the Soviet Union, as
well as the United States, was a 'sated' Power; but the economic and
social situations of the two countries were identical only in the general
sense that Russia, like America, was a country commanding vast still
undeveloped human and non-human resources. In contrast to America,
Russia had hardly yet begun to exploit her potentialities, and the develop-
ments that she had carried out at such cost in human effort and suffering
during the twelve years immediately preceding the German assault upon
her in A..D. 1941 had been largely sabotaged by her abominable Western
invaders. Thereafter, the Russians had taken an unjust advantage of
finding themselves on the winning side by recouping themselves for the
Germans* destruction of Russian industrial plant by seizing and removing
plant, not only from a guilty Germany, but from East and Central
European countries that the Russians professed to be liberating from
the Nazis, and from Chinese provinces in Manchuria that they professed
to be liberating from the Japanese. This was a contrast indeed to the
United States' post-war reconstruction policy of first making, on a vote
passed in the House of Representatives at Washington on the 25th
January, 1944, a major contribution to the resources placed at the
disposal of the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administra-
tion, and then following up this short-term emergency measure for the
relief of the war-stricken peoples of the World by launching, on the 5th
June, 1947, a long-term plan for reconstruction in Europe that was to
be payable entirely out of the American tax-payer's pocket.

The Marshall Plan was perhaps not quite unprecedented. There was
a classical precedent in a post-Alexandrine chapter of Hellenic history
that had seen the states of the Hellenic World of the day vie with one
another in the generosity of their gifts to the city-state of Rhodes after
Rhodes had been smitten by an earthquake in 227 B.C.4 This, however,
had been a case of many countries contributing towards the relief of one
country, whereas the Marshall Plan was a case of one country offering
help to all the rest, and making this offer at a time when the donor was

* Plato: RespiibUca, 520 D, quoted in III. iii. 252.

a Damning, that is to say, for the Russians in the role of rulers, in which the Russians
had always been at their worst. There had, however, been another role in which the
Russians had always been at their best since the days of Boris and Gleb (passorum
A.D. 1015), and that was the role of martyrs. The noble army of Russian martyrs, whose
ranks had been perpetually recruited by one generation after another of intrepid volun-1
teers from the eleventh century to the twentieth, bore witness to the historical fact that

Russian history, looking forward in A.D. 1952, would be slow to believe that this other
vein in the Russian ethos had run dry.                                     3 On P' 4?8 above,

4 See Polybius: Oecumenical History, Book V, chaps. 88-90, cited on p. 271, above.